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Foreword 

Welcome readers, to this month’s Feedstocks and Biorefining News Review. 
 

The Agricultural and Horticultural Development Board (AHDB) has published its latest crop progress 

update. It reports varied crop progress in England, Scotland, and Wales due to weather and ground 

conditions. The east of England experienced favourable conditions, while the west of England 

experienced heavy rain and delayed drilling, i.e. a crop is planted later than usual, which means that 

harvesting season might experience pushbacks. Northern Ireland had a favourable autumn, but late-

planted crops caused bottlenecks. Poor drilling conditions could lead to reduced yields and grain 

quality. 
 

AHDB has also released an early UK balance sheet for wheat 2024/2025, showing a tighter supply-

demand balance, where the supply is closely matched with its demand leading to a potential price 

fluctuations and market volatility. Total wheat availability is estimated at 16.638Mt, down 1.731Mt on 

the year, driven by a 21% decline in UK wheat production. Imports are forecast to be up 163Kt year on 

year, while opening stocks are at 2.987Mt. Total domestic consumption of wheat is estimated at 

14.005Mt, down 934Kt on 2023/2024 levels. Human and industrial (H&I) wheat consumption is 

estimated to decline by 3% on the year to 7.248Mt. Bioethanol and energy usage is expected to 

decrease due to lower ethanol prices and a likely shift to increased maize usage. The proportion of 

imported wheat used this season is higher than last and is just slightly less than in 2020/2021. Wheat 

usage in animal feed is expected to fall by 668Kt to 6.463Mt. The overall wheat balance is estimated at 

2.634Mt, down 797Kt from levels recorded last year. 
 

A separate report from AHDB predicts a larger barley crop in the UK this season, with total availability 

at 8.497Mt. Despite poorer yields, UK barley production is projected at 7.199Mt for season 2024/2025, 

up 236Kt from 2023/2024 levels. Domestic consumption is expected to reach 6.576Mt, up 244Kt on 

the year, due to a considerable climb in usage in animal feed outweighing a slight fall in demand from 

the brewing, malting, and distilling (BMD) sector. 
 

Research highlights in crop science include an international study on barley that has produced the 

most comprehensive DNA-based genetic map to date. The James Hutton Institute played a key role in 

this research, with the findings published in Nature. The analysis provides insights into the crop's 

evolution and adaptation, such as disease resistance, plant architecture, and starch mobilisation. The 

findings will have significant implications for Scottish agriculture, where barley is the major crop and 

underpins the malt whisky industry. The study, led by the Leibniz Institute of Plant Genetics and Crop 

Plant Research, focuses on the pan-genome of barley, providing a powerful new tool for 

understanding its species-wide genetic diversity. 
 

Hadlow College in Kent has grown and harvested over two tonnes of crops in just a few months using 

their latest technology. The Thanet Earth Centre of Excellence is located within the College’s state-of-

the-art glasshouse and is the UK’s first centre of excellence in greenhouse growing. The centre, which 

uses LED lighting, tiered growing, and no soil at all, has been in operation since June. One tonne of the 

food grown at centre has already gone to food charities, equivalent to 2,250 meals. The pioneering 

hydroponic set-up was opened in partnership with Thanet Earth, a greenhouse and indoor growing 

company that supplies UK supermarkets, and food and drink innovation project, Growing Kent & 

Medway. The greenhouse is built for sustainability, with water collected and purified through UV light 

tanks before being used again. 
 

Read on for the latest news



 

Policy 

UK funding supports development 

of biobased material regulations 

 

Pixabay 

Innovate UK has awarded £474,000 to the Bio-

based and Biodegradable materials 

REGulatory NETwork (BB-REG-NET), a new 

initiative aimed at advancing sustainable 

chemical and material standards in the United 

Kingdom. 

 

The project emerges from a comprehensive 

six-month discovery phase that involved over 

180 individuals and 100 organizations 

identifying regulatory challenges in the bio-

based materials sector. The network will now 

enter a 12-month implementation phase 

focused on developing more consistent 

frameworks for sustainable materials. 

 

The initiative addresses significant industry 

challenges, including the UK chemicals sector’s 

goal to source 30 percent of carbon feedstock 

from biomass by 2050… 

 

Click here for more information.  

 

 

 

 

Markets 

Corteva and BP collaborate on SAF 

feedstock development 

Agriculture company Corteva, in collaboration 

with British oil and gas company BP, has 

announced its intent to form a joint venture 

(JV) aimed at producing crop-based biofuel 

feedstocks. 

This initiative is set to support the increasing 

demand for sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) as 

the aviation sector moves towards 

decarbonisation. 

The two companies are optimistic about 

finalising definitive agreements by 2025, with 

the JV expected to become operational later 

that year. 

The JV will focus on scaling up to deliver one 

million metric tonnes of biofuel feedstocks 

annually for SAF production by the mid-2030s. 

Corteva chief strategy officer Brook 

Cunningham said: “This partnership is proof 

positive that agriculture can continue to be 

part of the solution to the world’s 

decarbonisation opportunities, including by 

leveraging Corteva’s technology, global scale, 

and unique grower relationships. 

Click here for more information. 

 

Sustainable Feedstocks: 

Transforming the cleaning product 

industry for a sustainable future 

In 2022, the American Cleaning Institute (ACI), 

embarked on a groundbreaking project aimed 

at redefining the cleaning product industry’s 

approach to sustainability through the use of 

more sustainable feedstocks in cleaning 

product ingredients. Through the firsthand 

https://www.ukri.org/councils/innovate-uk/
https://worldbiomarketinsights.com/uk-funding-supports-development-of-biobased-material-regulations/
https://www.globaldata.com/store/report/?cdmsid=3642279&scalar=true&utm_source=Company%20News&utm_medium=14-154561&utm_campaign=company-profile-hyperlink-nonlgp
https://www.globaldata.com/store/report/?cdmsid=1375079&scalar=true&utm_source=Company%20News&utm_medium=14-154561&utm_campaign=company-profile-hyperlink-nonlgp
https://www.airport-technology.com/news/corteva-bp-saf-feedstock-development/
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experiences of ACI members actively involved 

in this transformative journey, this session will 

immerse you in ACI’s initiative, showcasing 

guiding principles. These principles are 

meticulously designed, with the help of the 

Anthesis Group, to align new feedstocks with 

ACI’s core sustainability pillars. What you will 

learn:  

- The concept of sustainable feedstocks and 

their significance in the cleaning product 

industry's sustainability efforts.  

- The cleaning products industry's specific 

goals and the importance of collaborative 

efforts to drive the adoption of more 

sustainable feedstocks.  

- Empowerment to act and advocate for the 

adoption of sustainable feedstocks within 

one's own organizations and networks. 

Click here for more information.  

 

CO2 & Waste-Derived Bioplastics: 

Pioneering Sustainable 

Manufacturing 

 

 
 

Designed by Freepik 

 

As the world grapples with the environmental 

impact of traditional plastics, bioplastics 

derived from carbon dioxide (CO2) and waste 

materials present a promising solution. This 

emerging sustainable market seeks to address 

two critical global challenges: reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions and managing 

waste. By converting CO2 and waste into 

useful bioplastics, scientists and companies 

are pioneering technologies that could 

revolutionize the way we produce and 

consume plastics. 

 

Understanding the Problem: Plastics, CO2, and 

Waste 

 

Traditional plastics are primarily derived from 

fossil fuels, such as petroleum and natural gas. 

The production of these plastics is energy-

intensive and contributes significantly to 

greenhouse gas emissions. According to the 

World Economic Forum, the plastics industry is 

responsible for approximately 8% of global oil 

consumption, a figure projected to rise to 20% 

by 2050 if current trends continue. 

 

Click here for more information. 

 

New Energy Risk and Ecostrat create 

biomass feedstock insurance 

New Energy Risk (NER), a wholly owned 

division of Paragon Insurance Group, and 

Ecostrat, a leader in assessing, developing, 

optimising, and managing biomass supply 

chains, have announced a partnership to 

develop Feedstock Supply Insurance© (FSI), 

an insurance offering that aims to mitigate risk 

in biomass feedstock supply chains. 

It will do this by effectively capping feedstock 

costs and securing long-term project debt 

repayment obligations. 

 

A key barrier to the rapid scaling of the 

trillion-dollar global bioeconomy is the 

fragmented nature of biomass supply chains, 

which often comprise small- and medium-size 

https://sustainablebrands.com/view/sustainable-feedstocks-transforming-the-cleaning-product-industry-for-a-sustainable-future-sponsored
https://www.azocleantech.com/news.aspx?newsID=35367
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suppliers such as forestry companies, sawmills, 

farmers and truckers. 

 

Bankable, long-term supply contracts are rare, 

and balance sheet project finance is therefore 

difficult. As a result, bio-project finance is 

slow, complicated and expensive. 

 

Through the partnership between Ecostrat and 

NER, FSI aims to transform non-investment 

grade supply chains into bankable, 

investment-grade ones by transferring risk 

from project developers and capital providers 

to A-rated insurance markets. 

 

Click here for more information. 

 

Research & Development 

Futuristic farming students produce 

bumper crop 

 
Students at Hadlow College in Kent have 

grown and harvested over two tonnes of crops 

in just a few months using the latest 

technology. 

 

They've been working since June in a 

greenhouse using LED lighting, tiered growing 

and no soil at all. One tonne of the food 

grown at The Thanet Earth Centre of 

Excellence has already gone to food charities, 

the equivalent of 2,250 meals. 

 

Alan Harvey, the college's head of curriculum 

for horticulture & floristry, said: "You need 

good soil to grow other crops in the UK but 

you can grow crops in a car park using this 

technology." 

 

He explained: “This is a really hi-tech 

greenhouse where we’ve got computers 

monitoring everything, all of these lights 

which promote the growth… in theory we can 

grow here 365 days a year." 

 

The pioneering hydroponic set-up was 

opened in the summer in partnership with 

Thanet Earth, a greenhouse and indoor 

growing facility which supplies UK 

supermarkets, and food and drink innovation 

project Growing Kent & Medway. 

 

Click here for more information.  

 

 

 
International barley study offers 

good news for Scottish growers 

 

 
 

Designed by Freepik 

 
The James Hutton Institute has played a 

crucial role in a major international barley 

study to create the most comprehensive DNA-

based genetic map of barley to date. 

 

Recently published in one of the world’s 

foremost scientific journals, Nature, the 

research has provided unprecedented insights 

into the crop’s evolution and adaptation, such 

https://www.bioenergy-news.com/news/new-energy-risk-and-ecostrat-create-biomass-feedstock-insurance/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cvgr4jznvk9o
https://www.nature.com/


 

7 

 

as disease resistance, plant architecture and 

starch mobilisation. 

 

The research has provided unprecedented 

insights into the crop’s evolution and 

adaptation, such as disease resistance, plant 

architecture and starch mobilisation. 

Findings will have significant implications for 

Scottish agriculture, where barley is the major 

crop and underpins the iconic malt whisky 

industry.  It provides a template for 

developing barley varieties better suited to 

Scottish growing conditions, enhancing 

knowledge to support sustainable farming 

practices. 

 
Click here for more information.  

 

 

 

Alternative feedstock for biobased 

plastics: Bridging the gap between 

research and the market (White 

Paper) 
 

 
 

Designed by Freepik 

 

Millions of tonnes of biowaste, particularly 

urban organic food waste, inundate European 

waste management systems yearly. However, 

approximately 60% of this resource currently 

finds its way to incineration or landfills, 

resulting in significant environmental and 

economic losses.  

At the workshop held on 16 October 2024 at 

European Bioplastics in Brussels, European Bio 

plastics discussed the concepts of alternative 

feedstock with representatives of outstanding  

research and innovation projects and how 

biowaste can be successfully used for 

bioplastics production.  

 

In the past years, several projects funded by 

the Horizon Programme for Research and Inno 

vation and the Circular Bio-based Europe Joint 

Undertaking have been exploring ways to give  

residual and biowaste a second chance. These 

projects have transformed organic materials  

into eco-friendly alternatives to conventional 

plastics, with benefits ranging from landfill re 

duction to minimising the environmental 

footprint. In the meantime, new projects have 

started investigating and scaling up recycling 

technologies for bioplastics. 

 

Click here for more information. 

 

Beyond low lignin: Identifying the 

primary barrier to plant biomass 

conversion by fermentative bacteria 

Renewable alternatives for nonelectrifiable 

fossil-derived chemicals are needed and plant 

matter, the most abundant biomass on Earth, 

provide an ideal feedstock. However, the 

heterogeneous polymeric composition of 

lignocellulose makes conversion difficult. 

Lignin presents a formidable barrier to 

fermentation of nonpretreated biomass.  

 

Extensive chemical and enzymatic treatments 

can liberate fermentable carbohydrates from 

plant biomass, but microbial routes offer many 

advantages, including concomitant conversion 

to industrial chemicals. Here, testing of lignin 

content of nonpretreated biomass using the 

cellulolytic thermophilic 

bacterium, Anaerocellum bescii, revealed that 

https://www.hutton.ac.uk/international-barley-study-offers-good-news-for-scottish-growers/
https://zenodo.org/records/14237031
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the primary microbial degradation barrier 

relates to methoxy substitutions in lignin. This 

contrasts with optimal lignin composition for 

chemical pretreatment that favors high S/G 

ratio and low H lignin. 

 

Click here for more information. 

 

Sask. professor recognized for 

research into reducing ag processing 

waste 

 
A researcher at the University of Saskatchewan 

is attracting some attention for his work, 

which aims to help reduce waste from the 

processing of certain agricultural products. 

 

Bishnu Acharya, a professor of chemical and 

biological engineering at the U of S, was 

recently recognized with a Mitacs Innovation 

Award. 

 

The goal of his research is to turn the 

byproduct created from processing crops such 

as canola, flaxseed and oats into something 

useful. 

 

Mitacs, which is funded by various levels of 

government to support innovation in a range 

of sectors, provided support for Acharya’s 

work… 

 

Click here for more information. 

 

 
 

Improved catalyst turns harmful 

greenhouse gases into cleaner fuels, 

chemical feedstocks 
 

A chemical reaction can convert two polluting 

greenhouse gases into valuable building 

blocks for cleaner fuels and feedstocks, but 

the high temperature required for the reaction 

also deactivates the catalyst. A team led by the 

Department of Energy’s Oak Ridge National 

Laboratory has found a way to thwart 

deactivation. The strategy may apply broadly 

to other catalysts. 

 

The team improved a reaction called dry 

reforming of methane that converts methane 

and carbon dioxide into syngas, a valued 

mixture of hydrogen and carbon monoxide 

used by oil and chemical companies 

worldwide. The team has applied for a 

patent for their invention as a way to minimize 

catalytic deactivation. 

Click here for more information.  

 

 

Wood & Crop 
 

AHDB publishes crop progress 

report for UK 

 

 
 

Designed by Freepik  

 

The Agricultural and Horticultural 

Development Board (AHDB) has published its 

latest crop progress report for England, 

Scotland and Wales. The update confirms a 

wide variation in planting rates, with differing 

weather and ground conditions – the key 

factors coming into play. 

 

https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/sciadv.adq4941
https://www.msn.com/en-ca/news/canada/sask-professor-recognized-for-research-into-reducing-ag-processing-waste/ar-AA1vcXXr?apiversion=v2&noservercache=1&domshim=1&renderwebcomponents=1&wcseo=1&batchservertelemetry=1&noservertelemetry=1
https://www.ornl.gov/technology/202305487
https://www.ornl.gov/technology/202305487
https://fuelcellsworks.com/2024/12/04/clean-energy/improved-catalyst-turns-harmful-greenhouse-gases-into-cleaner-fuels-chemical-feedstocks
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It has alternated between very wet and 

relatively long dry periods before turning wet 

again, affecting regions in different ways. 

 

Heavy October rain, particularly around the 

midlands, was challenging, and has delayed 

drilling. Some areas of heavy land have not yet 

been drilled, while some drilled areas are 

currently underwater. 

 

In the west of England, early drilling started 

well but was impacted by late September 

rainfall. The bulk of drilling took place from 

late October to early November under 

favourable conditions, with mild soil 

temperatures. 

 

Click here for more information. 

 

AHDB: Larger barley crop expected 

in UK 

The Agricultural and Horticultural 

Development Board (AHDB) is estimating the 

total availability of barley in the UK this season 

at 8.497Mt. The figures relate to the 

2024/2025 year. This is up 64Kt from a year 

earlier, with a larger crop outweighing smaller 

stocks and forecast fewer imports. 

 

Despite poorer yields this season, an increased 

area sees UK barley production provisionally 

estimated at 7.199Mt, up 236Kt on 2023/2024 

levels. Meanwhile, domestic consumption of 

barley this season is estimated at 6.576Mt, up 

244Kt on the year. This is due to a 

considerable climb in usage in animal feed 

outweighing a slight fall in demand from the 

brewing, malting, and distilling (BMD) sector. 

 

Click here for more information. 

 

 

AHDB publishes early UK balance 

sheet for wheat 

 

 
 

Designed by Freepik 

 
The Agricultural and Horticultural 

Development Board (AHDB) has just published 

an early UK balance sheet for wheat 

2024/2025. The second smallest national crop 

since at least 1999 has led to a tighter looking 

supply demand balance for wheat. This is 

despite larger stocks and forecast firmer 

imports. 

 

While this is well above the level seen in 

2020/2021, it is the second lowest since 

2013/14. According to AHDB figures, UK 

wheat production is estimated to be down 

2.929Mt on the year, at 11.051Mt. This is 

driven by a yearly fall in planted area and 

yields, with poor conditions through much of 

the growing season. While imports were 

strong last season, with a smaller crop, and 

reports of lower protein, full season imports 

are forecast up 163Kt year on year, at 2.600Mt. 

 
Click here for more information. 

 

 

 

https://www.agriland.co.uk/farming-news/ahdb-publishes-crop-progress-report-for-uk/
https://www.agriland.ie/farming-news/ahdb-larger-barley-crop-expected-in-uk/
https://www.agriland.co.uk/farming-news/ahdb-publishes-early-uk-balance-sheet-for-wheat/
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South Korean politician calls for 

investigation of biomass energy 

material imported from Indonesia 
 

A South Korean National Assembly member 

has called for a moratorium on wood pellet 

imports from Indonesia and an investigation 

into their environmental impacts after 

government data and satellite analysis linked 

the country's biomass imports to 

deforestation in Indonesia. 

 

“We should stop imports of wood pellets … 

and it’s important for our government to 

investigate exactly what kinds of 

environmental destruction is occurring on the 

spot,” Moon Dae-Lim, a lawmaker with South 

Korea's main liberal opposition Democratic 

Party, said in recent written responses to 

questions from The Associated Press. 

“Identifying and correcting potential risks in 

supply chains and value chains is key to a 

sustainable project.” 

 

Biomass can come from organic material like 

plants, wood and waste, and many coal-fired 

power plants can be easily modified to burn it 

alongside coal to make energy. As countries 

accelerate their energy transitions, demand for 

biomass is growing: The use of bioenergy has 

increased an average of about 3% per year 

between 2010 and 2022, the International 

Energy Agency said. 
 

Click here for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

Wood pellets: A renewable heating 

revolution in Canada 

 

Designed by Freepik 

The Northwest Territories (NWT) is making 

significant strides in transitioning from fossil 

fuels to sustainable energy sources, and wood 

pellets are playing a pivotal role in this 

transformation. With extreme winters and a 

dispersed population, heating represents one 

of the territory’s largest energy demands, 

consuming a considerable share of the budget 

in households and public infrastructure. As 

highlighted in the 2022-2023 Northwest 

Territories Energy Initiatives Report, the use of 

wood pellets has emerged as a practical, 

sustainable, and cost-effective solution to 

meet these challenges. 

Why Wood Pellets? 

Wood pellets, made from compacted sawdust 

and wood waste, are a low carbon fuel source. 

When used in efficient pellet boilers, they 

release carbon dioxide that was previously 

absorbed by the trees, maintaining a balanced 

carbon cycle. This makes them a viable 

alternative to diesel and heating oil, which 

dominate the energy landscape in the North. 

 

Click here for more information.  

 

 

 

https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/south-korean
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/moon
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/ap-south-korean-data-moon-korean-b2655742.html
https://www.canadianbiomassmagazine.ca/wood-pellets-a-renewable-heating-revolution-in-the-northwest-territories/
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Biorefinery 

Eni set outs its transformation, 

decarbonization and relaunch plan 

for Versalis 

 

Designed by Freepik 

As first announced at the presentation of its 

2024-2027 Strategic Plan, Eni has finalized its 

transformation and relaunch plan for its 

chemicals business, also as part of its 

decarbonization path. 

The transformation plan involves about 2 

billion euros of investment and aims to reduce 

emissions by approximately 1 million tonnes 

of CO2, currently about 40% of Versalis' 

emissions in Italy. It includes the set-up of new 

industrial plants consistent with the energy 

transition and decarbonization of industrial 

sites across sustainable chemistry, as well as 

biorefining and energy storage. To enable the 

construction of the new plants, activity at the 

cracking plants in Brindisi and Priolo, and the 

polyethylene plant in Ragusa, will be phased 

out. 

Click here for more information. 

 

Biorefinery advances waste 

treatment in Zaragoza 

In October 2024, the EU-funded CIRCULAR 

BIOCARBON project inaugurated its flagship 

biorefinery in Zaragoza. The biorefinery will be 

used to transform sewage sludge and the 

organic fraction of urban solid waste, such as 

food residues and garden waste, into high 

added value products such as biopolymers, 

biofertilisers and green graphene.  

 

Biodegradable waste is a key source of 

emissions, producing gas when it begins to 

decompose in landfills. It also poses a 

significant challenge for cities that are 

responsible for collecting and treating the 

waste and have to deal with its environmental, 

social and economic impacts. By helping to 

reduce sewage sludge incineration and the 

waste sent to landfills, the new biorefinery will 

provide both economic and environmental 

benefits to Zaragoza and the surrounding 

region.  

 

The facility, which is run by CIRCULAR 

BIOCARBON project coordinator Urbaser 

together with the Zaragoza City Council, will 

boost traditional waste treatment processes in 

the city of Zaragoza and its environs. 

Wastewater treatment sludge and organic 

waste will be converted into final products 

based on bio-based materials, local 

sustainable raw materials and circular 

production processes. 

 

Click here for more information. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.eni.com/en-IT/media/press-release/2024/10/eni-set-outs-its-transformation-decarbonization-and-relaunch-plan-for-versalis.html
https://circularbiocarbon.eu/
https://circularbiocarbon.eu/
https://cordis.europa.eu/article/id/454806-biorefinery-advances-waste-treatment-in-zaragoza
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BP secures further approval for a 

$580 mln Kwinana biorefinery 

conversion in Australia 
 

BP has received approval from the Western 

Australian government for a pivotal plan to 

convert its Kwinana refinery site into a 

renewable energy hub as part of a A$580 

million ($386 million) investment. 

BP will transition the 250-hectare Kwinana 

Industrial Area site into an energy hub that will 

produce and supply renewable fuels and 

energy products. 

 

The clearance was granted by the Department 

of Planning, Lands and Heritage. 

Before becoming an import facility in 2021, 

the site operated as an oil refinery, and was 

the biggest supplier by far of fuel to Australian 

market. The site has been in BP's hands since 

1955, documents from development 

assessment panel website showed Oct. 29.  

 

The biorefinery is expected to start operating 

in 2026-27 on a 10-hectare portion of the site, 

with some existing infrastructure repurposed, 

including hydrofining units and storage tanks. 

 

Click here for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Feedstocks 

INGA: The next generation of 

sustainable plastics made from CO₂ 

emissions 

 
 

Designed by Freepik 

 

Fortum Recycling & Waste presents INGA: the 

world’s first biodegradable plastic born 

entirely from CO₂.  INGA captures the value of 

CO₂ emissions to create raw materials that can 

revolutionise plastic production – fossil-free 

and without microplastics. 

 

“It is time to rethink plastic production and 

move away from fossil feedstock. There is an 

ever-increasing need for high-quality 

sustainable plastics that can be used 

everywhere and that meet the set 

requirements, whether it be hygiene, colour, 

haptic or barrier properties. Not only does 

INGA answer all of those demands, but it is 

also biodegradable and does not leave any 

microplastics behind. In terms of quality, INGA 

has the same properties as virgin plastics,” 

says Tony Rehn, head of the INGA 

development team at Fortum Recycling & 

Waste. 

 

“This breakthrough was a major milestone, 

and we are now looking for partners on our 

journey towards commercialising INGA. Our 

goal is to have the first products made of 

https://www.spglobal.com/commodity-insights/en/news-research/latest-news/agriculture/103024-bp-secures-further-approval-for-a580-mil-kwinana-biorefinery-conversion-in-australia
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INGA plastics on the market within this 

decade,” Rehn continues.  

 

INGA is a PHA (polyhydroxyalkanoate) 

material, meaning it is biodegradable. The 

mechanical properties of PHAs can be 

modified in many ways, making them a 

versatile material.  

Click here for more information. 

 

Tosoh converting recovered CO2 into 

urethane feedstock 

Tosoh Corp. has announced the start-up a 

new CO2 capture and feedstock conversion 

facility at its Nanyo complex in Shunan City, 

Yamaguchi prefecture. 

The facility uses recovered CO2 to produce the 

raw material carbon monoxide (CO) for 

Tosoh’s isocyanate products, said the 

company which formerly produced CO solely 

from naphtha. 

The facility, employs Tosoh’s proprietary 

technology to recover CO2 from combustion 

gases generated during the company’s 

production of CO, explained the 14 Nov 

statement. 

Click here for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Licensee of Asahi Kasei Technology 

begins commercial production of 

high-purity carbonates using CO2 as 

main feedstock in China 

 

 
 

Designed by Freepik 

Jiangsu Sailboat Petrochemical (Sailboat) 

started commercial operation of a new 

carbonates plant in Lianyungang, Jiangsu 

Province, the People's Republic of China, in 

November 2024. The plant uses technology 

licensed from Asahi Kasei for the production 

of high-purity ethylene carbonate (EC) and 

dimethyl carbonate (DMC) with carbon 

dioxide (CO2) as a main raw material. Both 

carbonates are used as electrolyte solvents in 

lithium-ion batteries for electric vehicles. 

In the early 2000s, Asahi Kasei developed 

process technology to produce various 

chemical products using CO2 as a main raw 

material. The technology has been licensed to 

chemical companies globally, with the first 

licensee starting the production of 

polycarbonate using CO2 in 2002. Since then, 

Asahi Kasei has been expanding its expertise 

in the field of CO2-based production of resins 

and other chemicals, including carbonates. 

Click here for more information. 

 
 

https://interplasinsights.com/plastics-industry-news/plastics-industry-environmental-news/inga-the-next-generation-of-sustainable-plastics-made-from-c/
https://www.european-rubber-journal.com/article/2096550/tosoh-converting-recovered-co2-into-urethane-feedstock
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20241205198688/en/5756844/Licensee-of-Asahi-Kasei-Technology-Begins-Commercial-Production-of-High-Purity-Carbonates-Using-CO2-as-Main-Feedstock-in-China
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Events 

 

Argus Biomass Conference, London 

(UK), 1st to 3rd April 2025 

 
 

The 2025 Argus Biomass Conference returns 

to the Queen Elizabeth II Centre in the heart of 

London on 1-3 April 2025 for the largest 

global gathering of biomass leaders. Join 

450+ international peers to explore new 

innovations in the pellet market, new industrial 

applications of biomass including biochar and 

biocarbon in the steel, cement and aluminium 

industries, SAF and agribiomass, and new 

procurement opportunities. Meet with key 

companies and senior executives for three 

days of intensive networking.  

 

Register today for the biggest global 

gathering of industry associations, leading 

utilities, hard to abate industries, biofuels/SAF 

producers, biochar traders, wood pellet and 

wood chip producers, and more at the 

industry's number one networking event. 

The expanded Innovation Room at the 2025 

conference offers a one-of-a-kind opportunity 

to shape the industry’s path forward and will 

feature technology demos and dedicated 

industry meeting zones, speed networking 

sessions and more. Book your spot in this 

showcase for an opportunity to present 

alongside Drax, CM Biomass, Engie, 

TSI, Peterson Projects and Solutions 

(Europe), and more, and let’s redefine what’s 

possible in biomass innovation. 

 
Click here for more information. 
 

 
 

 

Fastmarkets - Feedstocks and 

Biofuels Europe 2025, Rotterdam 

(Netherlands), 8th to 9th April 2025 

 
 

Dive into a half-day dedicated to SAF, where 

industry leaders will discuss supply-demand 

trends, scaling production, investment 

opportunities and net-zero carbon goals, 

revealing the future trajectory of SAF in global 

aviation. 

 

Discover the latest developments in vegoils, 

UCO and animal fats markets, essential for 

biofuels production. Learn about the evolving 

demand landscape and sustainability 

challenges driving these markets forward. 

 

Gain expert perspectives on biofuels logistics, 

storage and regulatory updates impacting the 

European market, all while networking with 

top leaders to forge valuable connections and 

discuss future strategies. 

 

Click here for more information. 

 

 
 

Feedstocks and Processes for 

Sustainable Manufacturing of 

Chemicals and Materials (GRC), 

Newry NH (USA), 1st to 6th June 2025 
 

 

The Biomass to Biobased Chemicals and 

Materials GRC is a premier, international 

scientific conference focused on advancing the 

frontiers of science through the presentation 

of cutting-edge and unpublished research, 

prioritizing time for discussion after each talk 

and fostering informal interactions among 

scientists of all career stages. The conference 

program includes a diverse range of speakers 

and discussion leaders from institutions and 

organizations worldwide, concentrating on the 

 

 

 

https://www.argusmedia.com/en/events/conferences/biomass-conference
https://www.fastmarkets.com/events/biofuels-and-feedstocks-europe/
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latest developments in the field. The 

conference is five days long and held in a 

remote location to increase the sense of 

camaraderie and create scientific communities, 

with lasting collaborations and friendships. In 

addition to premier talks, the conference has 

designated time for poster sessions from 

individuals of all career stages, and afternoon 

free time and communal meals allow for 

informal networking opportunities with 

leaders in the field. 
 

This GRC invites international experts and 

early career researchers in the following areas 

to foster scientific breakthroughs and 

innovative technologies for sustainable 

chemical manufacturing from biomass: i) 

chemical and/or biological strategies to 

deconstruct or fractionate lignocellulose and 

algae into individual biomass components; ii) 

chemical, biological or hybrid catalysts for 

atom- and energy-efficient biomass 

conversion to chemicals or fuels; iii) lignin-first 

approaches to whole biomass conversion to 

aromatic and aliphatic building blocks; iv) 

selective carbohydrate conversion to platform 

chemicals; v) manufacturing strategies to 

improve process efficiency and scale-up; vi) 

technoeconomic analysis and life cycle 

assessment of biomass conversion 

technologies; vii) synthesis of bioderived 

polymers with tunable properties. 
 

Click here for more information. 
 

 

EUBCE, Valencia (Spain), 9th to 12th 

June 2025 

 
 

The conference covers all aspects of biomass, 

from basic research, innovation, deployment 

and policies. The exhibition provides an 

excellent forum for creating the necessary 

links and partnerships between academia, 

research institutions and industry, which can 

facilitate the most efficient “lab to market” 

transfer. 

 

The Scientific Conference Programme is 

coordinated by the European Commission 

Joint Research Centre 

Here is a preview of what you can expect at 

EUBCE: 

 

• Plenary, Oral Presentations and 

Panel Discussions (including the 

Opening and Closing Sessions), 

covering the entire range of biomass 

research, technologies and 

applications 

• Industry Track Programme with 

stakeholders from the international 

bioenergy industry to present and 

discuss the latest industry topics and 

market challenges 

• Visual Presentations in the Poster 

Area. Poster authors will present their 

posters during a moderated visual 

session 

• The Parallel Events offer a deep 

insight into specific topics and address 

to global decision makers from the 

industry, research, market and policies. 

• EU Projects Workshops, Side 

Events and EUBCE 

Forum presentations offering a deep 

insight of specific topics 

 

Click here for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.grc.org/biomass-to-biobased-chemicals-and-materials-conference/2025/
https://www.eubce.com/about-the-conference/
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International conference on 

biomass, Vienna, 25th to 25th 

September 2025 

 
 

Welcome to the International Conference 

on Biomass held on September 25-26, 

2025 in Vienna, Austria! This conference will 

focus on the vital role of biomass in reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions, enhancing energy 

security, promoting sustainable agriculture, 

and many more…. Join us as we bring together 

global leaders, researchers, and advocates in 

the biomass sector. 

 

The biomass market is expected to grow by 6-

7% annually through 2030, there is an 

increasing demand for clean, renewable 

energy as countries strive to reduce carbon 

emissions and transition away from fossil fuels. 

Advances in technology and supportive 

government policies are making biomass 

applications in electricity production, biofuels, 

and biochemicals more accessible and 

affordable. 

 

Austria, renowned for its commitment to 

environmental innovation and sustainable 

practices its progressive energy policies and 

strong support for renewable resources make 

it an inspiring venue to explore the future of 

biomass as a key renewable energy source. 

 
Click here for more information. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://scisynopsisconferences.com/biomass/
https://scisynopsisconferences.com/biomass/
https://www.biobasedpress.eu/event/international-conference-on-biomass/


 

 

 

Feedstocks Prices 
 

UK spot prices of bagged wood pellets, delivered. Grain and oilseed 

prices are across all main regions of the UK. 
 

 Wood Pellets  Milling wheat Feed wheat Feed barley Oilseed rape 

 
£/kg, 5% VAT 

£/tonne, ex-

farm  

£/tonne, ex-

farm  

£/tonne, ex-

farm  

£/tonne, ex-

farm  

High 0.43 - 187.00 161.00 426.00 

Low 0.33 - 160.00 144.00 413.00 

Average 0.37 - 176.00 151.10 420.20 

For wood pellets prices we consider UK pellet traders advertised selling prices. 

For details on grains and oilseed prices, see Farmers Weekly. 

 

Monthly prices of ex-farm Hay and Straw in England and Wales. Prices 

shown are for 5 years up to December 2024.  

 

   Source: British Hay and Straw Merchants’ Association, Defra 
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https://www.fwi.co.uk/prices-trends/arable-prices/grains-oilseeds-and-pulse-prices


 

 

 

Credits and Disclaimer 
 
NNFCC News Review is edited by Konstantinos Drousiotis for NNFCC subscribers. Feedback 

is welcome. The Review has been compiled in good faith and NNFCC does not accept 

responsibility for any inaccuracies or the products or services shown.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


