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Foreword
Welcome readers, to this month’s Bioenergy News Review.

Bioenergy is an important part of the UK's energy mix, contributing around 5% of electricity generation.
Current government support ends in 2027, making it challenging for biomass-based electricity generators
to continue operating. The support used to be delivered mainly through ‘Contracts for Difference (CfD)’, a
15-year long revenue certainty scheme offered by Low Carbon Contracts Company (LCCC). Further,
biomass generators receive Renewable Obligation Certificates (ROCs) under Renewables Obligation (RO)
for the electricity they produce, which can then be sold to electricity suppliers, providing an additional
revenue stream. As per advice received from the National Energy System Operator, maintaining these
generators would increase electricity system resilience and support supply security. The previous
administration had initiated a consultation in early 2024 to collect views on a transitional support
mechanism for large-scale biomass-based generators. The current government has recently published its
outcome, after receiving 103 responses. A short-term support mechanism is planned, subject to rigorous
economic assessment to ensure value for consumers.

The government has chosen to update the delivery option of the support to CfD with ‘a generation collar’
citing its lower costs for consumers, generation certainty through generation floor mechanism, reduced
commercial optionality, and greater support for decarbonisation compared to other possible options.
Additionally, an Excess Returns Mechanism will be developed to protect billpayers from generator
overcompensation. The Government’s response to consultation confirms that the eligibility criteria
originally laid out in the consultation will be taken forward and used in validating support for biomass
generators with a minimum electricity export threshold of 100 MW. Setting the minimum electricity
export threshold at 100 MW renders small-scale generators ineligible. The exclusion has sparked concerns
amongst the members of the Wood Recyclers’ Association who have now demanded more clarity with
regards to future assistance for generators with smaller capacity output.

Further, the UK government has decided to increase the minimum percentage of woody biomass from
70% to 100% under the RO and CfD schemes. The GHG threshold will be set at 36.6 gCO2e/MJ, aligning
with the EU Renewable Energy Directive (REDIII). The government is also consulting the National Audit
Office report on Monitoring, Reporting and Verification (MRV) and assurance, which will be used to
enhance the MRV arrangements in contracts awarded under the Biomass Sustainability Common
Framework.

Alongside publishing the consultation outcome, the government has also announced its new deal with
the domestic power producer, Drax. The statement published by the Department for Energy Security and
Net Zero (DESNZ), states that subsidies for the power producer will be halved between 2027 and 2031.
Aligned with its RO and CfD schemes, government requires Drax to switch to using 100% sustainable
wood, with ‘substantial penalties’ if the producer does not comply.

It is important to add that an independent review is being set up following the consultation which
involves exploring greenhouse gas removal and storage options. This is in alignment with the granting of
development consent for ‘Drax Bioenergy with Carbon Capture and Storage Project’ application by the
Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero which occurred earlier in the year. The project
proposes to install post-combustion capture technology at Drax Power Station, capturing carbon dioxide
emissions from two existing biomass units. The project was submitted to the Planning Inspectorate and
accepted for examination back in 2022 as the 130th 'Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project’ within
the timescales laid down in the Planning Act 2008.

Read on for the latest news




Policy

Consultation outcome:

UK government’s response to
‘Transitional support mechanism for
large-scale biomass generators’

Pixabay

On 18 January 2024, under the previous
administration, government consulted on
transitional support for large-scale biomass
generators. This government response
provides summaries of the responses we
received to the consultation and this
government’s related decisions.

After careful consideration of the responses
and given the situation inherited from the last
government, this government believes there is
a case in principle for development of a short-
term support mechanism for large-scale
biomass generators. This decision recognises,
on the basis of the consultation responses and
advice received from the National Energy
System Operator, that the continued
operation of these plants plays an important
role in bolstering our security of supply
between the late 2020s and early 2030s...

Click here for more information.

Statement from DESNZ: New
agreement reached with Drax for
period 2027 to 2031

In January 2024, the previous government
launched a consultation on supporting large
scale biomass generators when existing
support ends in 2027. Since this government
came to office, we have carefully considered
responses to the consultation and assessed
the case for a new support mechanism.

Biomass currently plays an important role in
our energy system, but we are conscious of
concerns about sustainability and the level of
subsidy biomass plants have received in the
past.

The department has recently published
government'’s response to the consultation.
Alongside it, I [Michael Shanks, MP,
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State
(Department for Energy Security and Net
Zero)] would like to report on DESZN
conclusions about the role of Drax Power
Station in Yorkshire in the years 2027 to 2031.

Click here for more information.

WRA asks UK government to
support smaller biomass plants after
new Drax subsidy

The Wood Recyclers’ Association has called for
urgent clarity over future support for waste
wood-powered biomass plants after the
government acknowledged the important role
that the technology has to play.

In a written statement, Energy Minister
Michael Shanks announced support for large-
scale biomass plants, including Drax, to
transition to carbon capture and storage
technology — but excluded smaller-scale


https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/transitional-support-mechanism-for-large-scale-biomass-electricity-generators/outcome/transitional-support-mechanism-for-large-scale-biomass-generators-government-response-html#proposed-policy-interventions
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2025-02-10/hcws424

biomass plants, such as those fuelled by waste
wood.

Richard Coulson, chair of the WRA, said:
“Yesterday's statement by the Energy Minister
acknowledges the important role biomass has
to play in our energy system both now and in
the future.

“Unfortunately, the statement provides no
clarity on when similar transitional support
arrangements will be offered to biomass
generators below the 100MW threshold.

“The UK has a fleet of regional biomass
generators with the capacity to compliantly
manage 3 million tonnes of our wood waste a
year which might otherwise be exported or
sent to landfill.

Click here for more information.

REA mounts biomass defence

Samantha Smith, head of heat and biomass at
the REA UK, has mounted a defence for
biomass - which is the second-largest
producer of low carbon energy in the UK.
"Concerns about carbon accounting, carbon
payback and sustainability continue to play
out in the media," she observed.

For example, Drax has come under scrutiny
due to the amount of subsidy it receives from
the UK taxpayer, despite reports alleging it is
'the biggest CO, emitter in the country'.

Consequently, Smith looked at the concerns in
turn:

Carbon accounting for biomass generation
Industry accounts for CO, emissions in
accordance with internationally agreed and
peer reviewed carbon accounting
methodologies, set out by the UN IPCC. The
UN IPCC counts CO, emissions from the
combustion of biomass in the Agriculture,

Forestry and Other Land-Use (AFOLU) sector
which recognises the change in carbon stocks
when the biomass is harvested.

So, CO, emissions are recorded within the
land use sector rather than within the energy
sector emissions total. This prevents double
counting while still ensuring the full life cycle
emissions — production, cultivation, harvesting,
collection, transportation, and processing of
biomass — are accounted for...

Click here for more information.

MP calls on government to “remove
AD barriers” during Cornwall site
visit

Pixabay

On Friday 31" of January, the local MP for St
Austell and Newquay visited the Fraddon
anaerobic digestion plant, which is operated
by Material Change in Higher Fraddon, St
Columb in Cornwall.

Noah Law MP spoke to industry guests at the
Eden Project about the need for the UK
government to ensure biogas meets its
potential in delivering Britain's clean energy
needs. Commissioned in 2014, Fraddon Biogas
is Cornwall’s leading AD plant, converting
organic waste from local farmers, bakeries and


https://www.bioenergy-news.com/news/wra-asks-uk-government-to-support-smaller-biomass-plants-after-new-drax-subsidy/#:~:text=Feb%2013%2C%202025-,WRA%20asks%20UK%20government%20to%20support%20smaller%20biomass%20plants%20after,the%20technology%20has%20to%20play.
https://www.bioenergy-news.com/news/rea-mounts-biomass-defence/

food and drink producers. The plant provides
renewable gas and electricity for around 2,500
Cornish homes.

Fraddon Biogas is Cornwall’s sole gas-to-grid
anaerobic digester. It is operated by Material
Change on behalf of Generate Upcycle, owned
by Generate Capital.

Speaking in a talk hosted by former
Environment Minister and current chair of
IFEAA George Eustice at the Eden Project
following the visit, Mr Law said: "I recently
visited Fraddon Biogas, where organic waste
from local farms and food producers is being
turned into renewable energy and biofertiliser.
This is a prime example of how biogas not
only helps tackle climate change but also
benefits the local economy and supports
sustainable farming.

Click here for more information.

Drax Bioenergy with Carbon Capture
and Storage Project development
consent decision announced

Designed by Freepik

The project proposes to install post-
combustion capture technology that would
capture carbon dioxide emissions from up to

two of the existing biomass units at Drax
Power Station.

The proposal includes the construction and
operation of carbon capture technology and
associated equipment, and the integration of
the units into the existing Common Services at
Drax Power Station. The proposal includes
associated development.

The application was submitted to the Planning
Inspectorate for consideration by Drax Power
Limited on 23 May 2022 and accepted for
Examination on 20 June 2022.

Following an Examination during which the
public, Statutory Consultees and Interested
Parties were given the opportunity to give
evidence to the Examining Authority,
recommendations were made to the Secretary
of State on 17 October 2023.

Click here for more information.

Policy needs for a sustainable
bioenergy sector in Europe

The ETIP Bioenergy (European Technology and
Innovation Platform Bioenergy) project is an
initiative funded by the European Union's
Horizon Europe Research and Innovation
Programme. The project, specifically known

as ETIP-B2022-2025 aims to enhance the
platform'’s influence among bioenergy
stakeholders both in Europe and globally.

The consortium has recently released
Deliverable 3.1 of Task 3.3 titled 'Policy needs
for a sustainable bioenergy sector in Europe’.
Their introductory paragraph reads as follows:
‘The transition to a sustainable energy future
hinges on the implementation of robust and
well-informed policies. Bioenergy and
renewable fuels play a pivotal role in



https://www.bioenergy-news.com/news/mp-calls-on-government-to-remove-ad-barriers-during-cornwall-site-visit/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/drax-bioenergy-with-carbon-capture-and-storage-project-development-consent-decision-announced

diminishing greenhouse gas emissions,
alleviating our dependence on fossil fuels, and
encouraging a circular economy. However, for
bioenergy to realise its transformative
potential, adaptive and effective policy
frameworks are paramount. This article distils
key findings concerning the policy needs and
existing gaps in the sustainable bioenergy
sector, drawing from recent research and
comprehensive stakeholder feedback...

Click here for more information.

Global companies urge clarity on
renewable gas accounting within
GHG Protocol

Designed by Freepik

More than 140 global companies across the
renewable gas supply chain issued a joint
letter Feb. 10 calling for greater clarity on the
role of the fuel within the Greenhouse Gas
Protocol scheme.

The joint letter follows the removal of
guidance on the use of biomethane
certificates within the GHG Protocol, with
signatories calling for the fuel's inclusion in
the scheme's Scope 1 inventory.

Representing economic operators across the
supply chain, the signatories stressed an
"urgent need" for a climate reporting
framework that provided rules and certainty
for investment in their sectors.

Click here for more information.

Markets

Councillors tour Winchester’s first
biomethane facility

Acorn Bioenergy, a leading UK-based
renewable energy company focused on the
production of biomethane,

invited Winchester councillors to tour its Three
Maids Hill anaerobic digestion (AD) site, to
learn more about the city's first AD facility
before it becomes fully operational later this
year.

Expected to create 50 engineering, rural and
infrastructure jobs within the wider supply
chain, the site will start producing green
biomethane gas in the summer of 2025, in
support of the government'’s net zero
ambitions and strategy to quadruple
biomethane by 2030-2035.

Click here for more information.

UK halves subsidies for Drax and
says it must use 100% sustainable
wood

The UK government has halved subsidies for
the Drax power station and ordered it to use
100% sustainable wood after sustained
criticism over its business model. The large
power plant in North Yorkshire would play a



https://www.etipbioenergy.eu/news/policy-needs-for-a-sustainable-bioenergy-sector-in-europe/
https://www.spglobal.com/commodity-insights/en/news-research/latest-news/natural-gas/021025-global-companies-urge-clarity-on-renewable-gas-accounting-within-ghg-protocol
https://www.farminglife.com/country-and-farming/councillors-tour-winchesters-first-biomethane-facility-4978844

“much more limited role” in future, operating
less than half as often as it currently does, the
government said.

The plant is an important generator of
electricity for the UK but has been criticised
for burning wood pellets sourced from forests
in the US and Canada.

The government has agreed a new deal with
the power producer that will halve subsidies
between 2027 and 2031, saying that Drax will
provide power only when it is “really” needed.
It estimates that this will save consumers
£170m a year.

Click here for more information.

UK biomass-generated energy
increased by 36.9% in Q3 ‘24
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Electricity produced from bioenergy has
bounced back after production issues last
year, with energy hitting 9.7TWh in the third
quarter of 2024, waste-to-hydrogen company
Compact Syngas Solutions has revealed.

Analysing government data, it found that
maintenance outages at three large power

stations were blamed for the fall in last year's
figures, explaining a 23% increase in electricity
from bioenergy in Q3 of 2024.

Energy generated from plant biomass rose
from 4.6TWh in the third quarter of 2023 to
6.3TWh in the same period this year.

And electricity generated from waste hit
1.31TWh in Q3 2024 — up from 1.27TWh at the
same time last year.

Despite the growth, experts are warning that
bottlenecks in the industry mean that
alternative solutions are required.

Click here for more information.

Investment in new US biogas
systems grows by $3 billion in 2024,
a 40% increase and new record

The American Biogas Council (ABC) released
new data today showing that 2024 was yet
another record year for the industry. In the 12
months ending in December, 125 new biogas
projects came online, representing over $3
billion in new U.S. investments. New projects
in 2024 exceeded new projects in 2023 by
17%, while total investment in those projects
increased by 40% compared to investment in
projects opened in the previous year.

Biogas projects convert manure, wastewater,
food waste, and captured landfill gas into
renewable natural gas (RNG), renewable
electricity, heat, and natural fertilizer. Overall,
these sectors of the industry produced over
10% more biogas in 2024 than in any prior
year.

Click here for more information.



https://www.theguardian.com/business/draxgroup
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2025/feb/10/uk-subsidies-for-drax-sustainable-wood-power-plant
https://www.bioenergy-news.com/news/uk-biomass-generated-energy-increased-by-36-9-in-q3-24/
https://americanbiogascouncil.org/investment-in-new-u-s-biogas-systems-grows-by-3-billion-in-2024-a-40-increase-and-new-record/

Research & Development

Solar-powered device captures
carbon dioxide from air to make
sustainable fuel

Researchers have developed a reactor that
pulls carbon dioxide directly from the air and
converts it into sustainable fuel, using sunlight
as the power source.

The researchers, from the University of
Cambridge, say their solar-powered reactor
could be used to make fuel to power cars and
planes, or the many chemicals and
pharmaceuticals products we rely on. It could
also be used to generate fuel in remote or off-
grid locations.

Unlike most carbon capture technologies, the
reactor developed by the Cambridge
researchers does not require fossil-fuel-based
power, or the transport and storage of carbon
dioxide, but instead converts atmospheric CO;
into something useful using sunlight.

The results are reported in the journal Nature
Energy in the article titled 'Direct air capture of
CO; for solar fuel production in flow'.

Click here for more information.

Study shows sustainable biomass
offers huge potential to significantly
defossilise the EU’s chemicals and
derived materials industry by 2050

Defossilising the chemicals and derived
materials sector is a critical and urgent
challenge for industrialisation and delivering
the EU’s goal of becoming climate neutral by
2050.

BIC and the Renewable Carbon Initiative (RCI)
have jointly commissioned research from

the nova Institute, investigating the question
of whether there is enough sustainably-
sourced biomass to defossilise the chemicals
and derived materials sector by 2050. The full
report is available here.

The report demonstrates that agricultural and
woody biomass can be sustainably supplied to
meet at least 20% of the future carbon
demand of the chemical and materials
industries in 2050, up from 5.5% (EU27) and
10% (global) in 2023.

Click here for more information.

Impact story: Growing forests for
bioenergy

Designed by Freepik

Scion has produced a 'how-to’ guide for
landowners, forest investors and government
agencies that outlines the promising potential
of short rotation forestry to supply feedstock
for bioenergy production in New Zealand.

Growing trees dedicated for biofuel not only
diversifies regional economies but also
contributes to sustainable land management
and helps New Zealand meet its net-zero
emissions targets by 2050.


https://www.nature.com/articles/s41560-025-01714-y
https://biconsortium.eu/sites/biconsortium.eu/files/publications/Is%20there%20enough%20biomass%20to%20defossilise%20the%20chemicals%20and%20derived%20materials%20sector%20by%202050_0.pdf
https://biconsortium.eu/media/study-shows-sustainable-biomass-offers-huge-potential-significantly-defossilise-eus-chemicals

A two-year research project has identified the
opportunities for regional New Zealand to
adopt short rotation forestry (SRF) for
bioenergy production.

Scion’s modelling shows that short rotation
forestry as a feedstock for bioenergy has the
potential to replace 6% of New Zealand's
annual fossil fuel demand from less than 1%
of the land area. This finding reinforces the
feasibility of scaling up bioenergy production
from forests, particularly in regions well-suited
for short rotation forestry including the
Central North Island, Northland, the East
Coast, and Otago. These areas offer ideal
conditions for SRF on lower-value land (Land
Use Capability Class 5-7), where transport
distances to processing locations can be
minimised.

Click here for more information. Access the
handbook here.

Energy, Health, and climate costs of
carbon-capture and direct-air-
capture versus 100%-wind-water-
solar climate policies in 149
countries

Air pollution, global warming, and energy
insecurity are three major problems facing the
world. This study first examines whether 149
countries can transition 100% of their
business-as-usual (BAU) all-sector energy to
electricity and heat obtained from 100% wind-
water-solar (WWS) sources to solve these
problems. WWS eliminates energy-related air
pollution deaths and COz-equivalent
emissions while reducing end-use energy
needs by ~54.4%, annual energy costs by
~59.6%, and annual social (energy plus health
plus climate) costs by ~91.8% among nations,
giving energy- and social-cost payback times
of 5.9 and 0.78 years, respectively. Conversely,
“all-of-the-above” policies promoting carbon
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capture (CC) and/or synthetic (as opposed to
natural) direct air carbon capture (SDACC) to
reduce or offset CO, emissions trigger, with
full penetration of CC/SDACC across 149
countries, $60-80 trillion/y in social cost, or
9.1-12.1 times the WWS social cost and only
1.1-25.6% lower social cost than BAU. Even
when all CO; is stored, CC and SDACC increase
air pollution, CO.-equivalent emissions (due to
capture inefficiencies and not capturing non-
CO; greenhouse gases), energy needs, and
equipment costs relative to WWS...

Click here for more information.

Measurement, reporting and
verification and accounting for
carbon dioxide removal in the
context of both project-based
approaches and national greenhouse
gas inventories
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The subtle shift in emphasis away from a focus
on reducing and eliminating GHG emissions
(as in the quantified emission limitation and
reduction targets of the Kyoto Protocol)
towards net zero framing has shone a new
light on the role and potential of GHG removal
(GGR) or CDR in climate change mitigationm.
Today, there is growing acceptance that CDR
methods are needed to offset some ongoing,


https://www.scionresearch.com/news-and-events/news/2025-news-and-media-releases/impact-story-growing-forests-for-bioenergy
https://www.scionresearch.com/news-and-events/news/2024-news-and-media-releases/unlocking-new-zealands-green-energy-future-short-rotation-forestry-holds-key-to-lowering-fossil-fuel-dependency
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.est.4c10686
https://ieaghg.org/publications/measurement-reporting-and-verification-and-accounting-for-carbon-dioxide-removal/#_ftn1

hard-to-abate, residual anthropogenic GHG
emission sources to achieve and thereafter
maintain a state of net zero (IPCC 2022).

The aim of this study is to provide a
synthesised technical assessment of carbon
dioxide removal (CDR) methods and review
their measurement, reporting, and verification
(MRV) features and accounting aspects.

Click here for more information. Access the full
publication here.

Biomass Heat & Power

px Group Wins O&M Contract for
Teesside Biomass Power Plant
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px Group, the operator of several critical
infrastructure sites in the UK and Europe, has
announced it has secured an Operations and
Maintenance (O&M) contract for the Tees
Renewable Energy Plant (Tees REP). The
contract marks px Group's further expansion
into the biomass power generation industry.

Located in Tees Valley, one of the world's
largest purpose-built pellet biomass power
plants has the capacity to generate 299 MW of
energy, which is enough to power 600,000
homes, equivalent to nearly all households in
the Teesside area.
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The plant will play a critical role in bolstering
energy security on both a regional and
national level by ensuring a reliable baseload
power supply, which other intermittent
renewables like solar and wind cannot
guarantee.

Click here for more information.

VIDA bioenergy breaks ground on
second UK facility at Wormslade

VIDA bioenergy announces the
groundbreaking on its second UK facility, VIDA
bioenergy Wormslade, marking another

step in the company'’s mission to deliver
sustainable energy in the countries where
their plants are located. When operational, the
plant will provide enough energy to heat over
5,000 homes annually.

Construction has officially commenced, with
completion expected in 18 months and
commercial operations targeted for mid-
2026.

The groundbreaking ceremony was led by
VIDA bioenergy CEO Lars Boetje, joined

by Mark Newton, representing the
Landowners, along with project

developer Biowatt and members of the VIDA
business development and construction
teams.

Click here for more information.



https://ieaghg.org/publications/measurement-reporting-and-verification-and-accounting-for-carbon-dioxide-removal/
https://publications.ieaghg.org/technicalreports/2024-09%20Measurement,%20reporting%20and%20verification%20of%20CDR.pdf
https://www.pxlimited.com/news/px-group-wins-om-contract-for-teesside-biomass-power-plant/
https://www.vidabioenergy.com/vida-bioenergy-breaks-ground-on-second-uk-facility-at-wormslade/

Nippon Paper, Sumitomo, Green
Earth Institute to establish biomass
firm in Japan

Nippon Paper Industries, Sumitomo
Corporation, and Green Earth Institute have
reached an agreement to establish a joint
venture company, Morisora Bio Refinery LLC,
which will focus on the production and sale of
bioethanol and biochemicals derived from
woody biomass. Establishment of the joint
venture is scheduled for March 2025.

The joint venture will construct a semi-
commercial plant at Nippon Paper's Iwanuma
Mill in Miyagi Prefecture, Japan. Using
sustainable forest resources from the Tohoku
region, such as wood scraps from sawmills,
GEI's proprietary low-carbon, cost-efficient
bioethanol production process will be used to
produce over 1,000 kL of bioethanol annually
starting in 2027. Subsequently, with the full-
scale introduction and adoption of sustainable
aviation fuel (SAF/*1) in Japan anticipated
around 2030, the joint venture is targeting the
operation of a commercial plant capable of
producing tens of thousands of kiloliters of
bioethanol and biochemicals per year.

Click here for more information.
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Nestlé inaugurates biomass boiler as
part of its PKR 2 billion renewable
energy investment in Pakistan

3
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Nestlé, as part of its commitment to Pakistan’s
vision for renewable energy, inaugurated a
biomass boiler at its Kabirwala Factory, under
its PKR 2 billion (~ £5.7 million) umbrella
investment in renewable power and
sustainability initiatives. It is part of Nestlé's
efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
(GHG) in line with its 2050 Net Zero
commitments, as well as the Pakistan
government’'s UN climate change pledge.

Inaugurating the plant, Christian Schmid,
Nestlé’s Head of Technical for Asia, Oceania
and Africa, said, “Nestlé’'s ongoing investment
in Pakistan reflects our deep confidence in the
country’'s potential. This biomass boiler not
only underscores our commitment to
sustainability but also to creating shared value
for the people of Pakistan. Together, we are
taking significant strides towards a cleaner
environment and more sustainable future."

This Biomass Boiler will help the Pakistan
government achieve its Nationally Determined
Contribution (NDC) commitment to reach 60%
renewable energy by 2030. The boiler will
reduce approximately 10,500 tons of CO;
equivalent emissions per year, which is


https://www.lesprom.com/en/news/Nippon_Paper_Sumitomo_Green_Earth_Institute_to_establish_biomass_firm_in_Japan_117420/

equivalent to the emissions of 2,300 cars, and
contribute to a 20% reduction in GHG
emissions.

Click here for more information.

Energy from Waste

Evero pushes ahead with BECCS in
Ince and Mersey

UK-based Evero Energy, which specialises in
waste-wood-to-energy and bioenergy with
carbon capture and storage (BECCS), has
hailed its "strongest quarter to date” for

energy production as it targets involvement in

the HyNet decarbonisation cluster in the
North West of England.

In total, the company said it had provided
113,000 MWh of energy to the national grid
and local industrial partners during the fourth
quarter, with its Ince, Mersey and Lisahally
waste wood biomass plants achieving
“consistently” high availability and generation
hours.

In particular, Evero reported performance
improvements at its waste wood burning Ince
plant, which saw a 13% increase in availability
during the quarter and set a new utilisation
record, generating 36,403 MWh. The firm
attributed this to operational enhancements
and efficiency gains.

Click here for more information.
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Government gives £7.73 million to
EfW projects

Designed by Freepik

The government’s Green Heat Network Fund
(GHNF) has allocated a further £34 million to
support green heat projects around the
country, including £7.73 million to two Energy
from Waste (EfW) facilities.

The new allocation brings the total investment
from the fund to £380 million.

The projects are located in Leeds, London,
Maidstone and Cranbrook.

London and Leeds focus on decarbonising the
Bloomsbury University campus and the Aire

Valley Heat and Power Network respectively...

Click here for more information.



https://www.nestle.pk/media/pressreleases/allpressreleases/kabirwala-factory
https://onmine.io/evero-pushes-ahead-with-beccs-in-ince-and-mersey/
https://www.letsrecycle.com/news/government-gives-7-73-million-to-efw-projects/

UK government to crack down on
waste incinerators with stricter
standards for new builds

Almost half of all waste collected by local
authorities in 2022/23 was incinerated with
resources that could be recycled being lost.

New waste incinerators will only receive
planning approval if they meet strict new local
and environmental conditions, the
Government has announced at the end of last
year.

Over the last 14 years, England has seen
recycling rates stall, meaning too much waste
is dealt with through incineration or thrown in
landfill. Almost half of all waste (49%)
collected by local authorities in 2022/23 was
incinerated, with just 40% recycled...

Click here for more information.

The first Ukrainian biomethane has
been exported to the EU/Germany

The VITAGRO Group of companies has begun
exporting Ukrainian biomethane to the
European Union. The group's biomethane
plant, which was built between 2022 and 2024,
started production in September 2024. Until
that time, the company was injecting
biomethane into Ukraine's gas transmission
system.

ERU, together with its partners, will transport
the biomethane from the Ukrainian-Slovak
border to Germany.

On February 7, 2025, for the first time,
biomethane produced by Vitagro in Ukraine
from 100% livestock waste was exported to
Germany in a "test delivery" of 720 MWh
(~68,000 m3). The Vitagro plant will produce 3
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million m3 (~30,000 MWh) of biomethane
annually, which is equivalent to the annual gas
consumption of 2,000 German households...

Click here for more information.

Biogas

Kanadevia Inova to build more
installations enhancing circularity in
Denmark
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Skanderborg-based Bigadan A/S (short for
Biogas Danmark) and Kanadevia Inova AG
(formerly Hitachi Zosen Inova) are extending
their collaboration with the ongoing
development of more biogas plants in
Denmark.

Bigadan, is a leading contractor who deliver
and operate several biogas projects and plants
in Denmark. One important facility, located in
Kalundborg in the northwest of the island of
Zealand, converts biogenic waste residues
from the production of insulin and enzymes
into approximately 28 million Nm?3 of biogas
per year, which is then upgraded to
biomethane.


https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-to-crack-down-on-waste-incinerators-with-stricter-standards-for-new-builds
https://vitagro.com.ua/en/news/news/persii-ukrayinskii-biometan-eksportovano-do-jesnimeccini

Currently, the carbon dioxide contained in the
biogas is separated from the methane - the
process used to produce the natural gas
substitute from renewable resources — and
released into the environment. However, in
the future Bigadan will liquefy the CO; instead,
which will contribute to a reduction in national
CO; emissions.

Click here for more information.

Clemessy builds biomethane
injection stations to support NaTran

Clemessy has installed a biomethane injection
station for gas transmission operator NaTran
at Fontaine-le-Dun in northern France, in
order to connect TotalEnergies’ new
biomethane production site at BioNorrois to
the network.

TotalEnergies Green Gases and LNG has built
an anaerobic digestion plant in Fontaine-le-
Dun (76), which recovers beet pulp from the
Cristal Union agro-industrial cooperative by
mixing 50% of it with other inputs (slurry,
agricultural and agri-food waste) from
neighbouring farms. A 15-year deal was
signed in February 2024.

Eventually, the biomethane produced by
BioNorrois should cover the annual energy
needs of 30,000 inhabitants (150 GWh PCS of
biomethane/year). During the first phase of
the digester’s operations, biomethane
production is expected to reach almost 100
GWh/year.

Click here for more information.
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Naturgy’s green gas injection
capacity grows 30% in 2024 thanks
to eight operating biomethane
plants

Designed by Freepik

Nedgia, Naturgy's gas distributor [in Spain],
has increased the green gas injection capacity
in its network by more than 30% over the last
year. Currently, eight biomethane plants are
connected and in operation, with a combined
capacity of 226 GWh of green gas, which
contributes to avoiding the emission of 40,500
tonnes of CO; into the atmosphere, as
reported yesterday by Naturgy in a press
release.

In the short and medium term, Nedgia will
add another 53 plants to those already in
operation that have already signed an
agreement, which will allow it to add another
3,365 GWh in total...

Click here for more information.

Renewable investment seen as key
to Poland’s economic growth

Poland's Finance Minister Andrzej Domanski
has unveiled a six-pillar plan that aims to
accelerate economic growth through


https://www.kanadevia-inova.com/kanadevia-inova-to-build-more-installations-enhancing-circularity-in-denmark/
https://www.gasworld.com/story/clemessy-builds-biomethane-injection-stations-to-support-natran/2151310.article/
https://thecorner.eu/news-spain/spain-economy/naturgys-green-gas-injection-capacity-grows-30-in-2024-thanks-to-eight-operating-biomethane-plants/118875/

transforming energy, investing in modern
technologies and infrastructure.

Domanski said that transitioning to clean
energy is vital for Poland's economic future.

The Polish government will therefore allocate
65 billion zloty (€15.5 billion) over the next
decade to expand renewable energy sources -
including biogas and distributed energy
systems - and to upgrade electricity
transmission networks.

Click here for more information.

the sector anticipates £8 billion in private
investment for these initiatives alone, paving
the way for transformative growth.

The UK's strategy is underpinned by a focus
on public-private collaboration, supported by
progressive commercial frameworks and
financial incentives to ensure long-term value.
CCUS clusters are being established across
industrial hubs, offering centralised CO,
transport and storage solutions and enabling
multiple emitter projects.

Click here for more information.

Carbon Capture

Carbon Capture, Utilization and
Storage: UK opportunities
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The UK's Carbon Capture, Utilisation, and
Storage (CCUS) sector is a key driver of
industrial decarbonisation, presenting a wealth
of opportunities for European investors. With
substantial investment already committed to
projects like HyNet and the East Coast Cluster,
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Carbon capture: High degree of
uncertainty whether risky
investment by UK government will
pay off

Government'’s backing of unproven, first-of-a-
kind technology to reach net zero is high-risk.
In a report published today, the Public
Accounts Committee (PAC) calls on
Government to assess whether its full carbon
capture, usage and storage (CCUS)
programme will be affordable for taxpayers
and consumers, given wider pressures on
energy bills and the cost of living.

CCUS sees the capture and storage
underground of carbon before it is released
into the atmosphere and is viewed by the
Government as essential to its legally
mandated net zero by 2050 goals. There are
no examples of CCUS technology operating at
scale in the UK. The PAC's inquiry heard that
CCUS may not capture as much carbon as
expected, with international examples showing
that Government’s expectations for its
performance are far from guaranteed.

The report notes recent scientific evidence
that producing liquid natural gas, which will be
used to run several CCUS projects, leaks more



https://www.bioenergy-news.com/news/renewable-investment-seen-as-key-to-polands-economic-growth/
https://paas-s3-broker-prod-lon-8db94025-3db3-41df-9a2a-fbb251b24433.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/UK_CCUS_Opportunities.pdf

greenhouse gases into the atmosphere than
previously thought.

Click here for more information. Read full
report here.

Frustration over delays to UK CCS
and Hydrogen programmes

Companies are growing increasingly frustrated
with the UK government over unclear
timelines and inadequate funding for carbon
capture and storage (CCS) and clean hydrogen
projects.

The government has drawn strong praise for
the design of its contracts-for-difference style
production subsidies for electrolytic hydrogen
and CCS systems to underpin low-carbon
hydrogen from fossil fuels. But too few
projects have been able to access the schemes
and developers are losing confidence that the
UK will match their ambition with sufficient
and timely funding.

"It's like building a great motorway with five
lanes but very few, or no junctions,” industry
body OEUK's head of energy policy Enrique
Cornejo said. "We have a great policy
framework, but we don't have access, apart
from a very small number of projects,” he told
the UK CCUS and Hydrogen Decarbonisation
Summit in Leeds, northern England this
month...

Click here for more information.
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Efforts to put carbon dioxide
underground face less support in
Trump’s second term

Pixabay

Putting carbon dioxide from power plants and
industrial facilities underground where it won't
contribute to global warming could see less
federal support and enthusiasm under
President Donald Trump. But experts and
industry advocates doubt demand for the
technology will go away as long as utilities
face state-level climate change goals.

Trump has vowed to “drill, baby, drill” for fossil
fuels and ordered the U.S. to withdraw from
the landmark Paris agreement to try to limit
Earth’s warming. Meanwhile, his new energy
secretary, Chris Wright, has vowed to prioritize
"affordable, reliable and secure energy” in a
policy-setting order that criticizes zero-carbon
goals and makes no mention of carbon
capture...

Click here for more information.

20_(,

'YEARS OF EXPERTISE
AND SERVICE TO THE
BIOECONOMY


https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/127/public-accounts-committee/news/205139/carbon-capture-high-degree-of-uncertainty-whether-risky-investment-by-govt-will-pay-off/
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5901/cmselect/cmpubacc/351/report.html
https://www.argusmedia.com/en/news-and-insights/latest-market-news/2658722-frustration-over-delays-to-uk-ccs-and-h2-programmes
https://apnews.com/article/carbon-dioxide-capture-trump-tax-credit-a7290db5557a6f539eb5ba67a677aca0

Events

Low Carbon Agriculture Show,
Stoneleigh (UK), 5" to 6" March
2025

The Low Carbon Agriculture Show is the UK's
only event dedicated to showcasing low-
carbon practices, cutting-edge technology,
and energy solutions for a sustainable farming
future. This vibrant business event brings
together forward-thinking farmers,
landowners, and industry operators to explore
how the agricultural sector can contribute to
the UK's Net Zero goals.

Click here for more information. Register here.

European Pellet Conference, Wels
(Austria), 5" March 2025

Exhibition

The transformation of the energy system
towards renewables is going ahead at full
speed. What role can pellets play in
increasingly decarbonised energy markets?
New EU policies (EUDR, RED, EED, EPBD)
create new challenges and opportunities for
pellets — how can we best deal with them?

The 2025 Pellet Conference — the largest
annual pellet event worldwide — will discuss
these issues and present solutions for
positioning of pellets under forever changing
conditions. It will present news from policy,
markets and technologies. The event is part of
the World Sustainable Energy Days (WSED), a
leading conference on the energy transition
and climate neutrality.

Click here for more information. Register here.
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National Food Waste Conference,
London, 6" March 2025

Conference

The National Food Waste Conference is set to
unite critical sectors including food waste
processors, producers, waste management
firms, local authorities, and charitable
organisations, creating an inclusive platform
for tackling the complexities and opportunities
surrounding food waste.

This event offers a unique opportunity for
attendees to engage in extensive networking
and to engage with expert speakers
throughout the day. Whether you're a food
processing operator, a manager of organics
recycling sites, a waste management
professional, or part of the broader food and
drink industry, this is an unmissable event for
anyone passionate about being a part of the
solution to food waste.

Who Should Attend:

Food Processing Operators, Managers of
Organics Recycling Sites, Waste Management
Companies, Contractors in Related Fields,
Recycling and Waste Management Officers,
Local Authorities, Supermarkets, Retailers,
Professionals from the Food and Drink
Industry, Non-Governmental Organizations
(NGOs) and Charitable Organisations.

Click here for more information. Register here.

20" World Bioenergy Congress and
Expo, Frankfurt (Germany), 16" -
17" June 2025

Conference

Conference series brings you the ‘20" World
Bioenergy Congress and Expo’ themed around
exploring the future of bioenergy research and
technology.


https://www.lowcarbonagricultureshow.co.uk/
https://register.lowcarbonagricultureshow.co.uk/Forms/Form.aspx?FormRef=LCA35Visitor&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=webform&utm_content=lca-website&_gl=1*cst054*_gcl_au*MTE1ODgxOTEyMS4xNzM5ODkyOTEx
https://www.wsed.at/european-pellet-conference-2025
https://www.wsed.at/online-registration
https://web-eur.cvent.com/event/e4790282-3f0d-4bd8-89db-6acb96772980/summary
https://web-eur.cvent.com/event/e4790282-3f0d-4bd8-89db-6acb96772980/regProcessStep1

The conference’s objective is to encourage
young minds and their research abilities by
providing an opportunity to meet the experts
in the field of Bioenergy. Bioenergy

congress is designed to explore various
applications in different fields.

Conference series invite you to contribute and
help to shape the Bioenergy congress through
submissions of your research abstracts, papers
and e-posters. Bioenergy International is
cordially inviting for presentation at the
conference.

Bioenergy technology mainly focuses on
usage of Biomass Energy as an alternative
source for Energy Production for future
generation and aims to bring together leading
academic scientists, researchers and research
scholars to exchange and share their
experiences and research results. Bioenergy
2025 aims to promote various researches on
Biomass among scientists, academia and
industries. Bioenergy 2025 offers various
topics for interaction including Biomass,
Bioenergy research, Algal Biofuel Production,
Biomass conversion Processes to useful
Energy.

Click here for more information. Register here.

The World’s Biogas Expo 2025,
Birmingham (UK), 9'" to 10*" July
2025

Exhibition

This year's World Biogas Expo is taking place
in Birmingham, United Kingdom, on 9-10 July
2025. Organised by the Anaerobic Digestion
and Bioresources Association (ADBA) and

the World Biogas Association (WBA), the event
is the only trade show solely dedicated to the

global anaerobic digestion (AD) and biogas
sector.

The Expo is made up of conference areas and
an exhibition area — all free entry. Key players
in the AD and biogas sector will gather at the
NEC Birmingham to hear about market trends
and policy in the conference area (Engine
Room and Summit theatres) and explore the
busy exhibition where AD and biogas
companies will showcase their products,
services and innovations.

The evening of 9™ of July will also be a time
for celebration with the winners of this
year's AD and Biogas Industry

Awards competition being revealed at a gala
ceremony.

Click here for more information.

ECOMONDO - The Green Technology
Expo, Rimini (Italy), 4'" to 7t
November 2025

Exhibition

Ecomondo is the key event for green and
circular economy. It's the meeting place where
industrial groups, stakeholders, policy makers,
opinion leaders, local authorities, research
bodies and institutions come together and put
in place the key elements that define the
strategies for the development of EU
environmental policy.

The following kiosks are relevant to Bioenergy:
1) Waste as Resource — A1-6, B1-4 and
C3-6
2) Bioenergy & Agriculture — B5-6 and D5

Click here for more information.



https://bioenergy.insightconferences.com/
https://bioenergy.insightconferences.com/
https://bioenergy.insightconferences.com/about-us.php
https://bioenergy.insightconferences.com/registration.php
https://www.biogastradeshow.com/
https://en.ecomondo.com/

Deployed biopower capacity

Quarterly information on installed electricity generation capacity from
plant biomass and AD (Office for National Statistics)
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Quarterly information on UK renewable electricity generated from
various bioenergy resources (Office for National Statistics)
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Click here for more information.



https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/energy-trends-section-6-renewables

Credits and Disclaimer
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The Bioeconomy Consultants

NNFCC &

NNFCC is aleading international consultancy with expertise on the conversion of
biomass to bioenergy, biofuels and biobased products.

NNFCC
Biocentre | York Science Park | Innovation Way | Heslington | York | YO 10 5NY

Phone:+44 (0)1904 217182 | Email: enquiries@nnfcc.co.uk
www.nnfcc.co.uk




